INSERT TRIBAL LETTER HEAD




April 8, 2019

	Ben Ray Lujan
2323 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
	Ruben Gallego
1131 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515



Re: 	Reintroduce the Tribal Nutrition Improvement Act

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Representatives Lujan and Gallego,

On behalf of the [insert name of Tribe, governing body, or relevant organization], [we/I] would like to thank you for your efforts to garner support for the Tribal Nutrition Improvement Act during the 115th Congress and request that you once again reintroduce the bill this congressional session. [We/I] furthermore request that you advocate to the House Committee on Education and Labor for its inclusion in the Child Nutrition Reauthorization.  

Native American and Alaska Native children experience the highest rates of food insecurity and nutrition-related diseases, such as obesity and diabetes, in the United States. This is the result of the majority of Indian Country residing in rural food desserts and consequentially, possessing limited access to food and beverages with high nutritional values. For the [insert name of Tribe], [describe health impacts or the extent to which healthy food is difficult to access].

It has been proven that school nutrition programs help prevent food insecurity and improve health outcomes by providing access to a healthy diet. However, existing law unnecessarily restricts tribal governments from operating these programs without approval of state agencies despite ample evidence demonstrating that when tribal governments directly administer services in tribal communities, they are administered more efficiently and cost effectively than when operated by state agencies. [If you operate these programs through your state, detail the problems you run into.] 

Authorizing tribal governments to directly administer the National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast Program, the Summer Food Service Program, and the Child and Adult Care Food Program, in addition to providing start up and administrative funds for the operation of these programs, would allow [insert name of Tribe, governing body, or relevant organization] to better ensure that our [insert name of people – e.g. “Mohawk”, “Dakota”, “Ojibwe”, “Navajo”, etc.] children have access to a healthy diet that protects them from nutrition-related diseases.

As the future of our [Tribe, Band, Pueblo, Nation, etc.] is reliant on having healthy tribal youth, [we/I] urgently ask you to reintroduce the Tribal Nutrition Improvement Act and advocate for its inclusion in the Child Nutrition Reauthorization.  

Please feel free to call me or our counsel [insert contact information] at your earliest convenience to discuss. Thank you for all you and your staff do for Indian Country.

Sincerely,

[Insert Signature, Name, Position/Department, and Tribe]






