Indian Country Priorities and Opportunities for the 2018 Farm Bill
Title III: Trade
Key Points and Recommendations
•

•

Support and maintain tribal food and agriculture businesses’ entry into foreign markets by
expanding Indian Country’s access to the Market Access Program (MAP) and protecting unique
tribal foods against fraud.
Improve interdepartmental coordination and tribal government and individual Indian producer
inclusion on all U.S. trade missions.

Background Information and Context
The Trade Title programs are a vital part of food production for all food industries, especially in Indian
Country. A growing number of tribes and individual Indian producers are engaged in trade of food and
agriculture products and have participated in MAP via the Intertribal Agriculture Council’s American
Indian Foods Program, which provides export-readiness training assistance and the incorporation of
products into international food trade shows. Tribal food products have high market demand in overseas
markets; however, the hurdles necessary to engage in such markets are complex and limit tribal
participation. Improvements to the Trade Title can help support and build tribal food businesses and provide
new markets for unique and traditional tribal foods, while protecting producers and increasing economic
development.
Opportunities for Indian Country in the Trade Title
Expand Market Access Program (MAP)
• Expand MAP by substantially increasing the funding available to the existing agreements that
facilitate coordination and administration of the MAP program and result in increasing tribal food
business participation in the program so that tribal audiences and more tribal food and agriculture
businesses can benefit from the program. The impact of such engagement will further solidify local
food economies and food businesses and stabilize tribal economies.
Supporting Unique Tribal Foods and Fighting Native Food Fraud
• Require the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to institute a system by which fraudulent
foods that mimic tribal foods and tribal food businesses can be uncovered and prevented in the
marketplace. Food fraud is on the rise throughout the world, and unscrupulous food business
entities are already trying to mimic or replicate unique tribal food products. Those businesses
should not be allowed to participate in programs that allow them to access markets with products
that perpetrate frauds on tribal food producers or food businesses.
Interdepartmental Coordination to Support Tribal Trade
• Include Indian Country as the USDA develops a stronger relationship with the Department of
Commerce on food and agriculture trade. A special interdepartmental coordination group with

USDA, Department of Commerce, Department of State, and other applicable agencies should be
created to ensure that tribal food production is properly supported and encouraged on tribal lands
and is thereafter made a part of the U.S. trade missions and efforts to promote agricultural trade.
Tribal Representatives on U.S. Trade Missions
• Include tribal governments, tribal food businesses, and individual tribal food producers on all
foreign trade missions undertaken by the United States to further assist the access of tribal food
products to such markets.
Study on Tribal Representation on USDA Advisory Bodies
• Require the Secretary to study all Trade Title programs to ensure that tribal representatives are
included on all advisory bodies related to agricultural trade issues and concerns.
For more information, please contact: Colby D. Duren, Policy Director and Staff Attorney, at
cduren@uark.edu.
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September 2017

